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CHRISTIE’S WILL OFFER JONAS WOOD’S JAPANESE 

GARDEN 3 (2019) BENEFITTING RAINFOREST 

CONSERVATION 

 
MAY 2019 SALE WILL SUPPORT 600,000 ACRES IN SOUTH AMERICA  

 

 
Jonas Wood, Japanese Garden 3, oil and acrylic on canvas, 2019 | $500,000 – 700,000 

 

New York — On May 15, Christie’s New York Post-War and Contemporary evening sale will commence with the auction of 

Jonas Wood’s Japanese Garden 3, a large-scale painting to benefit Global Wildlife Conservation (GWC). The proceeds will 

fund a 600,000-acre reserve of South American rainforest that will aid the area’s biodiversity including protecting several 

native endangered species and combating climate change. The 2019 work, a large-scale landscape painting measuring 88 x 98 

inches, was donated by the artist in a collaboration that was initiated by Art to Acres, a nonprofit foundation dedicated to raising 

funds for land conservation through art sales. Additionally, GWC and Rainforest Trust have offered a generous 400% match 

of the hammer price of Japanese Garden 3 to go towards funding the reserve. These organizations will jointly oversee the 

conservation project, which encompasses an area of land twice the size of Los Angeles. 

 

Christie’s has developed an on-going partnership with Art to Acres, which began in September 2018 with the sale of several 

lots in its Post-War to Present auction that raised over $1.8 million for land conservation. The initiative creates new national 

reserves and sees the sale of an artwork measuring a few feet in size leading to the conservation of hundreds of acres of land. 

Founded by artist and conservationist Haley Mellin, Art to Acres raised $10 million in 2018 for wildlands conservation through 

the combined sale of artwork and support of matching funds. 

 

Vivian Brodie, Specialist, Post-War and Contemporary Art, said: “This partnership represents a powerful new initiative to 

transform works of art into physical acres of protected tropical forest. The relationship between art and conservation does not 

get much more direct and tangible than this.” 

 

Paul Salaman, CEO, Rainforest Trust, remarked: “Rainforests are the Earth’s life-support system. Without them, carbon 

ravages the atmosphere, species go extinct and vulnerable people suffer.”  

 



 

Haley Mellin, Founder, Art to Acres, explained: “Both art and conservation are based in legacy. This painting will conserve 

over 600,000 acres of land into a national park. Art to Acres connects artists, philanthropists, and collectors with a permanent 

impact on wildlands.” 

 

Brian Sheth, Chair of the Board, Global Wildlife Conservation, commented: “The relationship between nature and art has 

existed in ways large and small since our shared journey on this planet began. The proceeds and matching funds from the sale 

will bolster our important work to conserve the crown jewels of tropical forests around the world — the very lifeblood of our 

planet.” 

 

Jonas Wood is the subject of his first major museum retrospective organized by the Dallas Museum of Art.  Japanese Garden 

3 is a striking example of the artist’s ability to infuse a seemingly simple subject with visual intrigue and dynamic presence.  

The third painting in a series started in 2017, Japanese Garden 3 expands on Wood’s interest exploring nature and architectural 

exteriors. True to form, the artist has chosen only the most orderly and carefully-curated of outdoor locales by taking the 

immaculately tended traditional gardens of Japan as his subject. Inundated with masses of green and blue, Japanese Garden 3 

exists in several overlapping layers that bring together a patchwork of flattened forms and intricate brushwork. 

 

 
 

 
PRESS CONTACT:  

Christie’s: Andrew Nodell | 212 484 4815| anodell@christies.com 

 

Public Exhibition:   

4-15 May 

 

Sale:  

Post-War and Contemporary Art Evening Sale 

15 May 2019, 7pm 

 

 

  
Organizations Involved 
 
About Global Wildlife Conservation 

GWC conserves the diversity of life on Earth by safeguarding wildlands, protecting wildlife and supporting guardians. We maximize our impact through 

scientific research, biodiversity exploration, habitat conservation, protected area management, wildlife crime prevention, endangered species recovery, and 

conservation leadership cultivation. GWC has protected more than 350,000 acres of key habitat in the world’s biodiversity hotspots, protected habitat for 

more than 150 threatened species and for more than 17,000 other species to prevent them from becoming threatened in the future. Learn more 

at http://globalwildlife.org 
 

About Rainforest Trust 

Rainforest Trust purchases and protects the most threatened tropical forests, saving endangered wildlife through partnerships and community engagement. 
Our conservation model succeeds because we create highly effective local partnerships to ensure long-term protection of the most critical sites for 

biodiversity on earth. We also help indigenous communities access their basic human right to own and protect their land while embracing conservation 

principles. Rainforest Trust’s impact is tangible. Since 1988, more than 20.4 million acres have been purchased and protected across Latin America, Africa, 
and Asia and a further 29 million acres are already in the process of being safeguarded. Over the last five years, Rainforest Trust has saved a precious acre of 

rainforest every 11 seconds. In 2018 alone, by stopping deforestation, we ensured that more than 1.28 billion trees were spared and carbon dioxide 

equivalent to annual emissions of 40.1 million cars was kept in the ground. Rainforest Trust saves species, cares for communities and protects our planet. 
Learn more at https://www.rainforesttrust.org/partner-info/ 

 

 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  

 

Previous page: Japanese Garden 3 ©Jonas Wood 
Photograph by Marten Elder 
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